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2009 Official Entry Form

About the Contest 

The editors of Aquatics International are proud to present the 11th annual Best of Aquatics Awards. This prestigious awards competition celebrates the industry's outstanding aquatics facilities of all varieties— including government, nonprofit and privately owned operations. 
All aquatics professionals are invited to enter. You may submit one Best of Aquatics entry per category. This year, Aquatics International has created a separate recognition, Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics, for organizations that operate more than one aquatics facility. If you would like to be considered for this honor, please complete the “Best Overall Commitment” section of the application, per instructions. Those who submit a Best of Aquatics entry may also submit a Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics entry; however, a Best of Aquatics entry is not required to enter Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics. 

Entries for both contests will be judged on programming, promotional materials, aquatic amenities and community involvement and a panel of respected industry experts will independently select winners in both areas. 
Winning entries will be recognized in a special Best of Aquatics supplement to the November/ December 2009 issue of Aquatics International. 

Deadline

All materials must be received by June 15, 2009

To Enter

For each facility you wish to enter, submit the following:

· 4 Copies of the completed entry form. 
*For a single facility, enter Best of Aquatics. Mark only one category per entry and answer all questions as completely as possible. 

**If you operate multiple facilities and would ONLY like to be considered for the Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics recognition, complete ONLY that section of the application. 

***If you choose to enter both a single facility and Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics, submit each one separately. 

· 4 hard copies of the facility description. 
See instructions on the following pages. 
· 4 copies of current promotional materials.

These may include program guides, brochures flyers, etc.

· 4 prints of at least 4 supporting photos.

Photos should showcase the various amenities/attractions of the entry and each print should be labeled with a photo credit and caption.

· 1 CD labeled accordingly with the facility name and your contact information.

The CD should include the facility or organization description (as appropriate) saved as a Microsoft word file and At least 4 publishable photos (Hi Res, 300 DPI) Photo files themselves should be labeled with facility or organization name and numbered to corresponding captions (i.e., XYZaquaticscenter1.jpg). 
C: Mail entries to:
Best of Aquatics

6222 Wilshire Blvd.; Suite 600

Los Angeles, CA 90048

NOTE: All material becomes property of Hanley Wood and cannot be returned.

D: ALL MATERIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY JUNE 15, 2009 

BEST OF AQUATICS ENTRY

(DO NOT Complete this section if you only plan to enter the Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics.)

Facility Information
	Official name of facility 

	City/Community in which facility/program is located:

	Address of facility:

	Facility/program Web Site: 


Contact Information
	Name and title of contact:

	Telephone Number of contact:

	E-mail Address of contact:

	Mailing Address of contact:


Entry Category (Check ONLY one. For Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics, go to that section.)
Family Aquatic Centers (Including public/nonprofit YMCAs and municipal community centers)

__ Class 1 (100,000 or more annual attendance)

__ Class 2 (50,000 to 99,999 annual attendance)

__ Class 3 (49,999 or less annual attendance)

Waterparks

__ Private waterpark 

__ Public (municipal) waterpark

__ Waterpark resort

Specialty Facilities

__ Country Club/Fitness center

__ Military Base/Government facility

__ Spray park

__ Swim Club

__ Swim School

__ University/School

__ Wellness/Rehab center

Facility Overview  (Only fill out for Best of Aquatics entries. Do not fill out for Best Overall Commitment to Aquatics.)

Amenities: List the number of each aquatic amenity the facility currently includes.
	AMENITY
	HOW MANY?

	Aquatic play structure
	

	Diving board
	

	Diving pool [separate from main pool (s)]
	

	Indoor competition pool(s) 
	

	Lazy river
	

	Leisure pool(s)
	

	Outdoor competition pool(s)
	

	Spas/hot tubs
	

	Spray pad
	

	Stationary wave machine
	

	Therapy pool(s)
	

	Vortex pool
	

	Waterslides
	

	Wave pool
	


Programming: For all programs offered, please provide the average number of annual participants. 
	PROGRAM
	AVERAGE  # OF PARTICIPANTS

	Learn-to-swim
	

	Learn to dive
	

	Lifesaving
	

	Water fitness (aqua aerobics/ yoga)
	

	Aquatic therapy
	

	Competitive swimming/diving
	

	Masters swimming
	

	Synchronized swimming
	

	Water polo
	

	SCUBA/Snorkeling
	

	Boating (canoeing, kayaking, sailing)
	

	Surfing
	

	Adaptive aquatics
	

	Other (please specify)
	


1999 200
Lifeguards: Indicate all certifications/ training lifeguards are required to hold. 
	American Red Cross
	

	YMCA
	

	Ellis & Associates
	

	NASCO
	

	Starfish Aquatics Institute
	

	WSI
	

	CPR
	

	First Aid
	

	AED
	

	O2
	

	AFO/ CPO
	


Facility Description 
In a publishable essay of 500-800 words, answer the question: What makes this a “Best of Aquatics” facility? In writing your essay, consider the following points:

1. What features or characteristics set this facility apart from others in the same category? 

2.Design/Aesthetic – Describe the design of the aquatic elements in the facility (colors, themes etc.). Are there any special or unique design elements? How do aquatic aspects relate to and complement other components of the facility? 

4. Innovative features – How is this facility forward-thinking? Does it incorporate “Green” technology or equipment? 

5. Staffing – Describe staff training. How do you recruit and train volunteers? 
6. Audience – Who was this facility built to serve and how does it achieve that goal? How do operators encourage community involvement?

7. Marketing – Describe the marketing program (media outreach, special events, advertising etc.). Include at least one specific example from past campaigns — and anecdotal evidence of success.

Facility Details 
A. Mission Statement: What is the facility’s mission statement? 

B. Challenges: Briefly describe two recent challenges and how operators overcame them.
C. Growth: In a paragraph or two, describe how the facility has grown over the past several years. 
· In what areas have you increased attendance?

· Have you added any new programs?

· Have you added any new facility amenities?


Mail entries to:

Best of Aquatics ( 6222 Wilshire Blvd.; Suite 600 ( Los Angeles, CA 90048

Entries MUST be received by June 15, 2009

Questions? Call 503.288.4402

Thank you for your entry — Good Luck! 

OVERALL COMMITMENT TO AQUATICS ENTRY

(Open to all organizations with MULTIPLE FACILITIES.)

A. Organization Information 

	Official name of organization 

	City/Community in which organization is based

	Organization Web Site: 

	Number of aquatics facilities/locations:


B. Contact Information

	Name and title of contact:

	Telephone Number of contact:

	E-mail Address of contact:

	Mailing Address of contact:


C. Community information (check one)

__ Urban (population of 500,000 or more)

__ Suburban (population between 50,000 and 499,999)

__ Rural (population 49,999 or less)

D. Programming
For all programs offered by the organization, please provide the average number of annual participants. 

	PROGRAM
	AVERAGE  # OF PARTICIPANTS

	Learn-to-swim
	

	Learn to dive
	

	Lifesaving
	

	Water fitness (aqua aerobics/ yoga)
	

	Aquatic therapy
	

	Competitive swimming/diving
	

	Masters swimming
	

	Synchronized swimming
	

	Water polo
	

	SCUBA/Snorkeling
	

	Boating (canoeing, kayaking, sailing)
	

	Surfing
	

	Adaptive aquatics
	

	Other (please specify)
	


19

E. Lifeguards 
Indicate all certifications/ training lifeguards are required to hold. 

	American Red Cross
	

	YMCA
	

	Ellis & Associates
	

	NASCO
	

	Starfish Aquatics Institute
	

	WSI
	

	CPR
	

	First Aid
	

	AED
	

	O2
	

	AFO/ CPO
	


F. Organization Description
In a publishable essay of 500-800 words, answer the question: What makes your overall commitment to aquatics standout from others? Address the following points:

1: Briefly describe each facility that the organization operates including the available aquatic amenities.

2. Audience – Who does the organization serve and how does it achieve that goal? 

3. In what ways does the organization fill a community need for aquatics? 

4: How has the organization increased or enhanced the aquatic offerings in the community? 

5: How has your aquatics programs improved the community, or its quality of life?

6. Marketing – Describe the marketing program (media outreach, special events, advertising etc.). Include at least one specific example from past campaigns — and anecdotal evidence of success.

7. How is this organization forward-thinking? 

8. Staffing – Describe staff training. How does the organization recruit and train volunteers? 
G. Organization Details 

Mission Statement: What is the organization’s mission statement? 

Challenges: Briefly describe two recent challenges and how the organization overcame them.
C. Growth: In a paragraph or two, describe how the agency has grown over the past several years. 
· In what areas have you increased attendance?

· Have you added any new programs?

· Have you added any new facility amenities?

Mail entries to:

Best of Aquatics ( 6222 Wilshire Blvd.; Suite 600 ( Los Angeles, CA 90048

Entries MUST be received by June 15, 2009

Questions? Call 503.288.4402

Thank you for your entry — Good Luck!
